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of business.   These too had their share in miscellaneous discussion of the enigmas of human life.
No article that has appeared in any periodical for a generation back (unless it be Deutsch's article on the Talmud in the Quarterly of 1867) excited so profound a sensation as Huxley's memorable paper On the Physical Basis of Life (1869). The stir was like the stir that in a political epoch was made by Swift's Conduct of the Allies, or Burke's French Revolution. This was in England, in the essence of its most active curiosity, the scientific epoch, the time of new forces, discovery, mechanical invention. The favourite poet of the time sang that there was more faith in honest doubt than in half your creeds, and awoke a long train of uneasy thought by the sombre reminder that Nature with ravin is red in tooth and claw. When all this free-spoken ,and extremely competent dissent from orthodoxy came to be found in company with ideas on social &nd political renovation of various sorts, the combination awoke a trifle of discomfort in the old hands of the political world. They are usually apt to think as Napoleon did of men of letters : " Ce sont des coquettes avec lesquelles il faut entretenir un commerce de galanterie, et dont il ne faut jamais songer a faire ni sa femme ni son ministre." It is amusing, as we read the newspapers to-day, to think that Harrison's powerful defence of Trades Unions only thirty or forty years ago caused the Review to be regarded as an incendiary publication. Some papers of my own on National Education were thought to indicate a deliberate plot for suppressing the Scriptures. These extravagant misjudgments passed away. But it was far from being a mistake to suppose thatwith the preoccupations of affairside. One of our soldiers who had been taken prisoner said that he met with nothing so discouraging as the evident sincerity of those he was among in their prayers. But we will talk over the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
